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After a very stable overall busi-
ness climate in the first half of 
2011, uncertainty grew in the 

global economy and has continued 
throughout the second half of the 
year. it is, therefore, rewarding to 
note that our business has continued 
to develop positively despite the tur-
moil, and we can conclude that 2011 
will be another solid year of growth 
for MYdAtA. We continue to take 
market share in both the pick & place 

market, and in the solder paste printing market with MY500.
i believe there are three principal reasons behind the company’s 

continued momentum. 
firstly, as showcased at Productronica in November, our pro-

duct portfolio remains extremely strong. New products launched 
during 2011 include a full range of e-series placement machines, 
an extended version of the SMd tower, a new dip Unit for PoP 
and flip-chip applications, and, most recently of course, the new 
Agilis flex feeder system. 

Secondly, we have seen continued positive growth in our main 
geographic markets. Even with macroeconomic concerns, par-
ticularly in the euro zone, our targeted sectors of the electronics 
industry continue to perform well. 

And thirdly, our investment program aimed at strengthening 
our presence in China and russia is really beginning to bear fruit. 
these are key markets with excellent growth potential, and are 
both exciting prospects for the future. 

Like most commentators, i am cautiously optimistic going 
forwards, even in the knowledge that market growth rates are 
expected to slow to some degree. At the same time, i am very 
confident that MYdAtA is better equipped than most to meet 
the challenges ahead. More and more electronics manufacturers 
are working with high-mix production and short delivery times. 
they require flexible, integrated systems supported by advanced 
software to ensure efficiency and eliminate waste. in this scenario, 
MYdAtA is the clear market leader. the company has evolved to 
be in the right place at the right time.

it is becoming evident that other SMt suppliers have started 
to recognize the need for greater flexibility and overall efficiency. 
Some are only talking about it; others are beginning to make 
changes. All of them have a very long road ahead.

rest assured, while they are struggling to try and catch up, at 
MYdAtA we are spearheading future development; focusing on 
defining new levels of agile manufacturing and intelligent pro-
duction.

our efforts will continue unabated in 2012. once again,  
MYdAtA will endeavor to become stronger and grow by accel-
erating the success of our customers.

Robert Göthner, Senior Vice President & General Manager
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MYdAtA will be represented 

at the following trade fairs:

January 2012

INTERNEPCON JAPAN

dates: Jan 18 - Jan 20, 2012

Location: tokyo, Japan

February 2012

IPC APEX EXPO

dates: feb 28 - Mar 1, 2012

Location: San diego, USA

April 2012

NEPCON CHINA

dates: Apr 25 - Apr 27, 2012

Location: Shanghai, China

May 2012

SMT HybRId PACkAgINg

dates: May 8 - May 10, 2012

Location: Nuremberg, germany

June 2012

JISSO PROCESS TECHNOlOgy  

EXHIbITION

dates: June 13 - June 15, 2012

Location: tokyo, Japan

WorLdWidE 
EVENtS CALENdAr

www.mydata.com
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if you haven’t already, now is the time to visit www.mydata.com and find out how you 

can accelerate your success! 

the new www.mydata.com web site is filled to bursting point with inspirational and  

useful content. You’ll find information on our latest developments in SMt production 

solutions including the new MY100e series pick-and-place machines, award winning Agilis 

feeder system, jet printing technology, intelligent storage solutions, and state-of-the-art 

software solutions.
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introducing new Agilis™ flex feeders. Building on award-winning 

Agilis technology, the new feeder system allows customers 

to handle ANY tape component with unbeatable speed and 

efficiency. the evolution of MYdAtA’s groundbreaking SMt 

feeders continues…

EVoLUtioN of tHE 
fLEXiBLE fEEdEr NAtUrAL SELECtioN

When Charles Darwin published “On the 
Origin of Species” in 1859, it was met by a 
storm of scientific, philosophical and religious 
debate. 150 years later and there are few who 
still question Darwin’s findings that natural 
selection is the basic mechanism of evolution. 

What Darwin could not have foreseen, 
however, is how industrialization and the 
development of the modern business world 
would reflect these same fundamental truths. 
In business, of course, natural selection is  
determined by the marketplace and a com-
pany’s ability to meet the needs and wants of 
its customers. 

Markets and the wider economic environ-
ment are in a state of continual development. 
Customer needs are constantly changing. 

Nothing stands still. Companies that can 
adapt successfully to this changing landscape 
will thrive. Those that fail to adapt face the 
threat of extinction.

Some businesses are better equipped than 
others to meet this challenge. MYDATA is 
one of them. Innovation and progress are 
intertwined in the company’s DNA. The new 
Agilis Flex feeder system is the latest evidence 
of this.

BirtH of A NEW SUB-SPECiES 

“I think our customers are going to get very 
excited about the new Agilis Flex feeder 
system,” says Nils Jacobsson, Chief Engineer 
at MYDATA. “It means they can now handle 
tape components of any size with all the ad-
vantages of Agilis technology. On top of that, 

it is also a fantastic piece of industrial design 
and engineering.” 

Stand the new, sleek, silver Agilis LM Flex 
magazine next to a black box TM Flex maga-
zine and it is easy to see what Nils means. 

“You have to remember that TM Flex has 
been around for more than ten years,” cont-
inues Nils. “It has served the market very well 
being both robust and reliable. However, by 
today’s standards it is perhaps a little awkward 
to work with. Agilis Flex, on the other hand, 
is far easier and quicker to use. It has greater 
in-built intelligence and a faster feeding 
mechanism. It is also much more flexible in 
terms of set-up, feeder capacity utilization, 
and carrying out on-the-fly changeovers.”

tEXt: JEM BAKEr  PHoto: MAgNUS ELgQViSt

Agilis feeder system loaded on machine (left).  

Agilis LM flex control panel (right).
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fEEdiNg tHE MAgAziNE

The Agilis feeder concept was first introduced 
in 2002. Since then, it has proven extremely 
successful. Intelligence, speed, and simplicity 
are inherent in the technology’s genetic make-
up. All three of these attributes have now been 
passed on to Agilis Flex.

Barcode labels and integrated electronic 
IDs automate the flow of information. Upon 
inserting a magazine into the placement 
machine, all feeder and component data 
– including characteristics, origin, remain-
ing quantity, and feeder position, etc. – are in-
stantly accessible to the system software. This 
allows full traceability along with the freedom 
to select and switch feeder positions at will. 

Feeders fit any tape width from 8 to 152 

mm, with pocket depths of up to 22 mm. 
Loading is also super-fast. The user simply 
inserts the tape, attaches the tape cover to the 
feeder’s take-up reel, and clicks the feeder into 
any magazine feeder position.

The Agilis LM Flex magazine boosts 
flexibility still further. Providing space is 
available, tapes can be mixed and matched 
in any combination within a magazine. The 
Agilis Flex Bin accommodates seven and 13 
inch tape reels, while larger reel sizes are easily 
handled using the new large reel attachment.       

tHE AgiLitY gENE

So what does all this mean for customers? 
Simon Sandgren, Marketing Director at 
MYDATA, explains the driving force behind 

the project. “We are constantly striving to give 
our customers a competitive edge; to make 
their electronics manufacturing as productive 
and agile as possible. That means ensuring 
every new product delivers both speed and 
flexibility.”

There is no question that Agilis Flex carries 
the MYDATA agility gene. Easy component 
handling, fast feeder loading and ‘plug & play’ 
functionality all help to boost productivity. 
Combining this with the power of flexibility 
means customers also have the maximum 
amount of choice.  

“With Agilis Flex as part of our product 
line, customers can now handle ANY compo-
nent on tape or stick with the same unbeat-
able speed and efficiency,” continues Simon. 
“They can set up feeder positions to optimize 
picking speed, or they can maximize feeder 
capacity by filling up available positions with 
8 or 12 mm tapes. Extra feeder bins can be 
used to prepare new jobs and shorten change-
over times. And, since all information is 
shared automatically, there is almost no room 
for human error.”

oN tHE origiN of AgiLiS fLEX

The history of Agilis Flex goes back a number 
of years. Product development was carried 
out by MYDATA’s development team in 
Gothenburg, Sweden – a team with proven 
credentials, having previously given life to the 
original Agilis LM concept and Agilis Stick 
Magazine. 

Technical studies were used to explore the 
optimal mechanical solution, which was then 
incorporated into the successful Agilis maga-
zine concept. Kristofer Karlsson, who was 
R&D chief design engineer on the project, ex-
plains how this process resulted in a number 

of smart new innovations. 
“We developed a new linear drive mecha-

nism in the Flex feeder. This provides both 
fast feeding as well as excellent control over 
tape movement. We have also incorporated 
a take-up reel for the removed tape cover. It 
includes a smart release mechanism to ensure 
only the necessary amount of force is used to 
remove the tape cover.”     

NAtUrALLY roBUSt

Holding a new feeder in your hand, you are 
struck by the simplicity of the design and 
the careful attention given to ergonomics. 
A minimum number of parts and the use of 
lightweight materials ensure both elegance 

and durability. The end result is a flexible 
feeder system that is extremely robust.  

This robustness has been thoroughly 
tested, as Kristofer knows only too well. 
“This was our biggest challenge,” he says. “To 
ensure the system can handle any component, 
no matter what kind of tape it arrives on. The 
sheer diversity of tapes and reels, pocket sizes 
and cover adhesives, etc., meant we spent a 
long time fine-tuning the system”.

The exceedingly positive feedback from the 
beta test group suggests that the development 
team have certainly succeeded in that. 

On a personal note, Kristofer is most 
proud of the fact that the feeders contain so 
few moving parts. “We still wanted to make 

them as service-friendly as possible,” explains 
Kristofer. “Even though the feeding part has 
a long life expectancy, it is extremely easy to 
replace.”

firSt SigHtiNgS

After being unveiled in November at 
Productronica in Munich, Agilis Flex has now 
been released on the market – ready to fulfill 
its evolutionary purpose: efficient handling of 
any and all tape components. 

Had he been here to see it, surely even 
Darwin himself would have agreed that Agilis 
Flex is destined to flourish in the competitive 
environment of 21st century electronics. 

Agilis flex feeders are available  

for tape reels from 8 to  

152 mm in width.

Agilis LM flex magazines loaded  

with wide tape reels.
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the Agilis Flex feeder represents an evolu-
tion of the Agilis concept, this time in a 
wider, more flexible format. As intel-

ligent as the compact Agilis tape feeder and the 
ability to interchange with any feeder position, 
Agilis Flex now offers you the possibility to 
handle any tape component, from 8 to 152 
mm in width, with pocket depths that accom-
modate even the thickest and tallest compo-
nents. Whatever tape components arrive on 
your production floor, rest assured: Agilis Flex 
is built to handle them.

MAgAziNE

The magazine, Agilis LM Flex, has the same 
compact form factor as the ALM8 and 1216 
magazine and can be equipped with 160 mm 
of Flex feeders. This corresponds to eight 12 
mm or five 24 mm Flex feeders. Not only does 
the Agilis Flex feeder system handle a wide 
range of tape widths, it also manages tape reels 
in sizes from 180 mm (7”) to 330 mm (13”) 
together with the Agilis Flex Bin, and larger 
reels using the large reel attachment. The ALM 
Flex is equipped with a locking handle that in-
corporates the drive mechanism for the feeder 
take-up reels, and the operator interface is well 
known from the ALM8 and 1216 magazines. 
When inserted in the machine’s magazine slot, 
all feeder and component related information 
is automatically made available to the system 
software.

AgiLiS fLEX  
- HANdLE ANY 
CoMPoNENt oN tAPE

Agilis flex in brief

• Covers all tapes from 8 up to 152 mm wide

• Handles very deep and large tape pockets

• Provides true plug-and-play simplicity

• Mix feeder type and size in a single magazine

• includes unique id for each feeder

• facilitates fast and correct loading of components with barcodes

• Stores preloaded feeders along with the reel

Agilis flex

typical Components 0402 to LEds, large PLCCs 
and connectors

tape widths 8, 12 mm (max 8 pcs)
16, 24 mm (max 5 pcs)
32 mm (max 4 pcs)
44 mm (max 3 pcs)
56, 72 mm (max 2 pcs)
88, 104, 120, 136, 152 mm 
(max 1 pcs)

tape depth 15 mm pockets  with flex Bin, 
22 mm pockets with LrA 
(optional)

tape material Plastic, paper

reel size 180 mm (7”) to 330 mm 
(13”), larger reels on LrA 
(optional)

Simply snap feeders in any position, activate the locking  

handle and insert the magazine into the machine.

Agilis flex feeders are fast to load.

fEEdErS

Thirteen Agilis Flex feeders are available to 
handle tapes from 8 to 152 mm in width 
and pocket depths up to 22 mm. All feed-
ers are equipped with barcode labels and 
electronic IDs for fast and accurate loading 
of components. This means that you now 
work with all tape feeders in the same ef-
ficient manner as with the compact Agilis 
tape feeders for 8, 12 and 16 mm tapes. The 
new Agilis Flex feeder is also fast to load: 

simply press the release button and slide in 
the tape, uncover the cover tape and attach 
it to the take-up reel, and insert the feeder in 
any magazine feeder position. All Flex feeders 
are equipped with a small feeding mechanism 
that accurately drives the tape forward in a 
smooth linear motion, induced by the maga-
zine’s drive unit. The widest Flex feeders also 
include an adjustable support for wide tapes 
with small pocket depths.

Large reel attachment on Agilis flex magazine.

tEXt: JEM BAKEr  PHoto: MAgNUS ELgQViSt
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Hit tHE LigHtS; 
it’S SHoW tiME!

in the world of entertainment and architectural lighting one company 

shines brighter than all the rest. Electronic theatre Controls combines 

a customer centric approach with award-winning solutions and the 

shortest lead times in the industry. Working hard behind the scenes 

are some MYdAtA machines and whole lot of feeder capacity.

tEXt: JEM BAKEr  PHoto: ALAStAir MUir, PHoto CoUrtESY of EtC

>>

the Phantom of the opera at the royal Albert Hall, London, oct. 2011.
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stood out from the competition. They reflect-
ed our own ‘customer first’ philosophy and 
showed they understood our needs regarding 
flexibility and short delivery times.”

It turned out to be a very successful deci-
sion. MYDATA equipment has helped ETC 
to both reduce its electronics production costs 
and slash its lead times from several weeks to 
a few days. 

ALL UNdEr oNE roof

ETC is the only company able to offer such 
an array of complete lighting systems world-
wide. But it is the way the company operates 
that really sets it apart. “Everything is geared 
towards meeting our primary goal; taking care 
of customers,” states Alex Stoltz. 

“The key is having control over all manu-
facturing stages. Everything is under one 
roof; design; electronics; sheet metal working; 
powder painting; final assembly; everything. 
This extensive vertical integration has allowed 
us to create short supply chains and eliminate 
the barriers between departments,” continues 
Alex.   

The result? Both off-the-shelf and custom-
ized orders can be fulfilled incredibly quickly. 
Standard products can be manufactured and 
delivered within 24 hours if needed, while 
customized orders take only a little longer. 

“Delivering whatever the customer needs, 
whenever they need it requires a flexible 
production set-up that can get up to speed 
extremely quickly. Our MYDATA SMT solu-
tion fits that approach perfectly,” adds Alex.

fEEdiNg to CAPACitY

Constant growth means production capac-
ity is always in focus at ETC. In 2010, the 
company boosted its SMT capabilities with a 
MY100DX-14 pick and place machine. This 

was added to the two MY12s already in place, 
making a three-machine line with a formi-
dable feeder count. 

Alex Stoltz explains that feeder capac-
ity rather than raw speed is ETC’s priority. 
“Batch sizes tend to be between 25 and 100 
boards. We produce 15 to 18,000 boards a 
month, split across a lot of different prod-
ucts. We also have some big boards to deal 
with. One of our latest consoles, for ex-
ample, includes a double-sided motherboard 

the Phantom of 
the Opera, one of 
the most successful 

and best loved musicals ever 
produced, celebrated its 25th 
anniversary in October 2011. The 
occasion was marked by three special sell-out 
performances at London’s Royal Albert Hall. 
A spectacular show that dazzled and wowed 
the public as always. For Electronic Theatre 
Controls (ETC), however, this was just one 
of countless musical, opera, stage and theatre 
productions that its products have helped to 
light up in recent years. 

But it is not only live performances that 
ETC illuminates. The company’s professional 
lighting solutions have also been installed 
around the world in TV studios, schools, 
theme parks, sports stadiums, places of wor-
ship, town halls and other venues – as well 
as a whole manner of outdoor architectural 
spaces, including Sydney Opera House and 
Dubai’s massive Burj Khalifa (the world’s tall-
est building standing at 828m). 

It is a remarkable story when you consider 
the company began life some 30 years ago 
with two brothers working out of a small 
Wisconsin apartment in the US Midwest. 
Fred and Bill Foster shared the belief that 
there was a better way to make lighting 

control 
consoles. 

They were 
right. Today, 

ETC is a 200 mil-
lion dollar business 

with worldwide sales, and a 
list of international awards as long 

as your arm. The company’s product range 
has grown to include lighting control con-
soles, candescent and LED lighting fixtures, 
rigging systems, dimmers, switches, and a 
host of other lighting system accessories. 

tHErE’S No PLACE LiKE HoME

Despite its global presence, ETC remains 
firmly in touch with its roots. The company’s 
headquarters are located in Middleton, 
Wisconsin. It’s a unique building that embod-
ies ETC’s refreshing corporate culture. 

Once inside, visitors are greeted by a 
hugely impressive atrium built in the style of 
a 1940’s town square. Exquisitely designed 
shop fronts and façades serve as entrances to 
various offices and departments. Informal 
meetings take place at the Nighthawks café, 
inspired by the famous Edward Hopper paint-
ing. There is even an old-time movie theatre 
that houses the product demonstration area. 
And, of course, everything is perfectly lit. The 

lighting can be fully controlled to hide or 
reveal the offices behind, reflect the mood of 
the moment and ensure energy efficiency.

Like everyone at ETC, Alex Stoltz, respon-
sible for Manufacturing Engineering, is proud 
of both the atrium and of the company’s 
success to date. “Competitors only offer 
certain parts of a lighting system, whereas we 
can outfit an entire theatre,” explains Alex. 
“Our most popular light fixture, the Source 
Four, has sold over a million units. But it’s 
the consoles that are the real stars. They are 
what lighting engineers get excited about. The 
console gives them the power to create.”

SMt CoMES to toWN

ETC’s lighting control consoles are powerful 
and sophisticated pieces of high-tech equip-
ment. It is perhaps understandable, then, that 
some at ETC became a little nervous in 2007 
when the company decided to stop outsourc-
ing its electronic assembly and bring produc-
tion in-house instead.

“We didn’t have any previous surface 
mount assembly experience. The R&D guys, 
in particular, were concerned about the effect 
it would have on quality and lead times,” says 
Alex Stoltz. “We spent a lot of time research-
ing the SMT market and visiting a number of 
suppliers in the US and Europe. MYDATA 

Picture 1, three-machine MYdAtA SMt 

assembly line at EtC.

Picture 2, EtC’s ron Cullen (left), Wade 

oberle (center), and Alex Stoltz (right).

EtC Selador desire d60™ LEd luminaire.

>>
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containing almost 2,000 components!”
“There’s no question, we are in the high mix 
segment,” he continues. “We use a lot of 
larger components, such as large IC chips, 
and high lead-count BGAs, as well as chip 
on chip. The MY12s are used for accurate 
placement of bigger components and the 
MY100DX is used more as a chip shooter for 
smaller, more common components,” says 
Alex.

The company also has plans to make use 
of MYLabel to ensure efficient component 
handling, and MYPlan to optimize produc-
tion with family kitting. “Running as many 
different boards as possible with the same set 
up minimizes the number of changeovers on 
the MY12s. With the MY100DX, it is more a 
case of simply replenishing feeders on-the-
fly,” he adds. 

LUNCH iS oN r&d 

ETC currently runs hundreds of regular 
board layouts. Each of these comes through 
production at least once every month or 

two. On top of this, additional prototype 
boards are also integrated into the production 
schedule.

“Roughly speaking, we introduce a new 
product every month. So, R&D keeps 
production pretty busy,” says Alex. “It is not 
uncommon for R&D to buy lunch for the 
people in the SMT department to thank 
them for the quick turn around on prototype 
assemblies. I think it is fair to say they are 
very happy with the service they are getting. 
In large part this is down to Ron Cullen, the 
manufacturing engineer, and Wade Oberle, 
the SMT Manager, along with the rest of the 
staff in the SMT department.”

Alex explains that since bringing electron-
ics assembly in-house, the MYDATA line has 
helped to shorten product development times 
by about a month. “Instead of waiting weeks, 
R&D now get their prototype boards back in 
a few days.”

todAY? No ProBLEM

Despite running two ten hour shifts four or 

five days a week, production was struggling 
to keep up with the growing demand. So, 
in November 2011, the company acquired 
its fourth MYDATA placement machine; a 
MY100DXe-14, creating a second SMT line. 

Staying one step ahead in terms of capac-
ity is a strategy that has worked very well for 
ETC. It means the company is able to meet 
its short delivery deadlines even during busy 
periods.

“The entertainment industry has some 
of the most demanding customers in the 
world,” suggests Alex. “If the performance is 
today, and a replacement unit is needed – it 
is needed today! There is no tomorrow. When 
it comes to the crunch we need production 
systems we can rely on; that help us live up to 
our customer promise. MYDATA equipment 
certainly falls into that category,” says Alex 
Stoltz.

ETC is already thinking ahead. Another 
MYDATA machine may well be needed in 
the not too distant future. After all, “The 
show must go on!”

www.mydata.com

 Be 
 faster
 smarter 
 more 
 agile.  

Raise the iQ of youR factoRy. 
if you’re like many SMt producers, it’s hard to avoid bottlenecks due to component shortages,  
unpredictable production schedules and information handling gaps. dealing with high part  
number counts, wide varieties of boards and unpredictable demands is tricky. 
the answer? You need a software suite that integrates all applications across 
the entire SMt assembly process. With the MYdAtA solution, you get software 
tools that are all designed to increase utilization rates. Want to improve your 
productivity? give us a call.

the new EtC gio® lighting control console.

>>
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Meet the new MeMbeR of the agilis faMily
if you appreciate time-saving Agilis feeders, you’ll love the Agilis flex. A welcome addition to this 
award-winning Agilis family, it now lets you handle any tape component, from 8 to 152 mm in width. 
Pocket depths are sufficient to handle even the thickest or tallest of components. 
the result? You get one of the most intelligent, agile and complete component  
delivery solutions on the market. And with full traceability and even wider tapes, 
you can cover virtually anything - in seconds. 

Whether it’s tape, stick or matrix tray feeders or components of any size, our 
feeders keep you faster, smarter and more agile – all to accelerate your success. 
Want to improve your productivity? give us a call.

MYLABEL SoftWArE

Lower your risk of error and reduce 

set-up and changeover times with 

MYLabel software. instead of 

manually entering component and 

feeder information, MYLabel 

simplifies the loading process to 

just two barcode scans per reel. All 

necessary feeding parameters, such as orientation and tape pitch, are 

automatically sent to the machine.

MYLabel also enables users to effortlessly keep track of remaining 

component quantities and batch codes. All information is updated 

from the latest production data, so the user will always know if a tape 

reel has enough components on it for the next job.

AgiLiS BiNS 
An important part of the Agilis 

concept is the removable bin. the 

bin is used to hold and store 

component reels. instead of 

changing magazines when 

changing jobs in the machine, bins 

can be preloaded and stored on a 

shelf with the reels already 

attached to the feeders, so that changeover time is minimized. You 

can also preload the bins in the order set for runtime optimization by 

MYPlan, to achieve higher production throughput.

AgiLiS fEEdEr rACK

the Agilis feeder rack offers a 

convenient storage of Agilis feeders 

when they are not loaded onto a 

reel. the rack can hold 8, 12 and 

16 mm type Agilis feeders in any 

combination. Up to 16 pcs of 8 mm feeders can be stored in one rack. 

it is supplied with mounting holes, ready for easy set-up on storage 

shelves.

tAPE CLiP MAgAziNE

With the tape Clip Magazine, 

short lengths of tape can be used 

conveniently and effectively. Any 

common width of tape of any 

practical length can be fitted and 

mounted using the Y-wagon. 

thanks to variable width positions, 

different combinations of tape sizes can be fitted alongside each 

other on the same holder.

the tape Clip Magazine is available in two sizes, 75 mm and 150 

mm. the maximum capacity of the  75 mm size is equivalent to 5 pcs 

of 8 mm tapes (60 mm between outer rails). the maximum capacity 

of the 150 mm size is equivalent to 11 pcs of 8 mm tapes (128 mm 

between outer rails). Each magazine comes with three rails, which 

together will hold 2 tapes. Extra rails are available separately.

MAgNEtiC trAY HoLdEr

the Magnetic tray Holder is an 

easy-to-use accessory for matrix 

tray handling, which suits any 

MYdAtA Y-wagon. Each kit 

contains four magnetic corner 

holders, plus four under-tray 

supports. together they can hold a 

tray of any size. there are no adjustments to be made, and no tools 

are required to install the holders. Simply position a tray on the four 

corner holders on the Y-wagon, teach its location using the 

downward-looking camera, and start picking.

tEXt: MAttiAS JoNSSoN  PHoto: MAgNUS ELgQViSt



18    MYNEWS  #2 2011 MYNEWS  #2 2011    19  

ProdUCtroNiCA 2011

SHoW NEWS

With over 38,000 visitors and 1,234 exhibitors at this year’s 

event, Productronica remains the show to be seen at. robert 

göthner and Simon Sandgren report back after another 

successful week in Bavaria.

it may have been cold and gray outside the 
New Munich Trade Fair Centre, but inside 
the electronics industry was as hot as ever. 

And MYDATA’s 180m2 booth was certainly 
no exception. Senior Vice President Robert 
Göthner and Marketing Director Simon 
Sandgren were among MYDATA’s 20 or so 
strong exhibition team. 

“Productronica is a very important show 
for us,” says Robert. “It’s really the only global 
exhibition for electronics production. So, 
it’s an excellent opportunity to showcase the 
company and our products.”

A Big YEAr for ProdUCtS

Simon picks up on the same theme, “It’s been 
a big year for us in terms of new products, 
so it was fantastic to be able to present them 
all at the same time like this. We had three 
of our new e-series pick and place machines 
with us; a MY100HXe and a MY100DXe 
running in a line, and an MY100SXe  
demonstrating the new Dip Unit for on-
machine fluxing and pasting.” 

Simon continues, “We also had two 
MY500 jet printers at the show, which always 
gain a lot of attention, as well as the new 
extended version of the SMD component 
storage tower. Not forgetting, of course, the 
new Agilis Flex feeders, which were a big 
draw for customers who were eager to finally 
get their hands on them.” 

“Even with all that, I think the biggest 
‘wow!’ factor came from demonstrating 
our software suite to those unfamiliar with 
MYDATA,” adds Simon. “Most have never 
realized the huge impact intelligent software 
can have on improving production efficiency.”
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Connecting hallway during exhibition hours at Productronica 2011.

the MYdAtA booth was a popular stop during the Productronica show.

grEAt to SEE YoU

Robert is quick to point out that exhibitions 
are also about strengthening relationships. “A 
show like Productronica is a great opportu-
nity to meet both current and potential cus-
tomers. 30 or so of our reps and distributors 
attended the show, inviting their customers 
and contacts.” 

Simon adds: “It was great to see so many 
visitors just hanging out and socializing at the 
booth. We also held a customer event on the 
Wednesday evening, which was very relax-
ing and enjoyable with around 200 invited 
guests.”

“Of course, exhibitions also provide an 
opportunity to do business,” states Robert. 

“In addition to order confirmations, I think 
we also sold just about every unit we took 
with us to Munich during the four days.”

LAW of tHE JUNgLE

Simon points out that even the stand itself 
was new for this year’s event. “Visually it 
was very striking with the cheetah motif as 
a central theme. We had a lot of positive 
feedback. Even other exhibitors were coming 
by towards the end of the day for a few of our 
cheetah-can energy drinks,” adds a smiling 
Simon. 

It all goes to prove that, even in the jungle 
of a global exhibition, the blue-eyed cheetah 
roars louder than most.



www.mydata.com

 Be   faster,
 smarter, 
 more 
 agile.  

Looking for better ways to combine speed and flexibility  

into a single intelligent solution? one that provides fully inte-

grated material handling and information management?  

give us a call to find out how MYdAtA can help you 

achieve the fastest, most agile production environment in 

the industry.


